
TAKE A STRATEGIC VIEW: RETHINK THE 
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

POLICY RECOMMENDATION

Develop a cohesive framework instead of piling up regulations

Europe must rethink how it regulates. The EU aims to be 
a global sustainability champion and regulating is the 
ordre du jour. While regulation can often help – the internal 
market is a great example – it can also hinder, if not 
coherent, or competitiveness-checked. 

The world has changed dramatically in the past decade 
and the EU must change tact. Europe now needs a 
cohesive regulatory framework built on a reasonable pace 
of regulation, backed up by sufficient lead times. 

That’s why we pioneered our #FutureDriven Manifesto 
calling for an ambitious rethink of how we regulate in 
Europe. Far from a ‘regulatory pause’, auto makers want 
to work collaboratively with policy makers and civil 
society towards smarter regulating that both safeguards 
competitiveness while achieving our shared societal goals 
like decarbonising road transport.

SMARTER REGULATION CAN HELP US 
ACHIEVE SHARED SOCIETAL GOALS

THE EU LACKS A COHERENT 
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

MANIFESTO

Guarantee 
sufficient lead 
times 
Reintroduce the N+3 
(36 months) principle 
of sufficient lead time.

Enhance global harmonisation
Propose a timeline and actions to 
harmonise environmental legislation 
globally (eg through enlarging the 
UNECE process).

Involve the auto 
industry
Involve the auto 
industry in key 
comitology committees 
such as the Technical 
Committee for Motor 
Vehicles (TCMV) and 
Climate Change 
Committee (CCC).

Establish an EU 
Regulatory Observatory
Assess consistency with 
existing legislation, review 
‘fitness check’ 
recommendations, and 
produce annual reports on 
administrative burden at EU 
and national levels.

Review the impact 
assessment process
Discuss impact assessments with all 
stakeholders before proposal adoption, 
mandate competitiveness checks, and 
ensure they reflect the changing 
geopolitical and economic context.

Strengthen the EU’s 
Competitiveness 
Council
Give it a stronger 
decision-making role on 
auto industry 
competitiveness.

HOW CAN 
EUROPE 
REGULATE 
BETTER?
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https://www.futuredriven.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/ACEA_FutureDriven_Manifesto_WEB_feb.pdf
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